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to disown or discourage these excesses by any open pi-oteafc or remonstrance; so that no present repudiation, disapproval or disavowal can be permitted to obliterate their former complicity and co-operation. While the masters impeach their scholars, public opinion needs only to be awakened to the real state of the case, for it in turn to impeach the masters. And hence the repudiation made by Canon Liddon in this Correspondence., leads us directly to the most interesting and important part of our subject. It does not now matter much to us whether Mr. Capel is able or not to substantiate his charges by quotations from ultraist books, or whether Canon Liddon is or is not responsible, more or less, for what is found in these books; nor, indeed, whether that divine is or is not justified, logically and morally, in repudiating the acts and opinions of his followers. These ultra practices have been already condemned by public opinion, and will soon be, if not punished, repressed and extinguished in the English Church by the Act in which Parliament last year1 embodied (imperfectly, mercifully, perhaps weakly) public opinion. These Ritualists are every day disclosing themselves more and more to the public eye ; the paint is dropping off in their excitement; they are simply partizans of a sacerdotal triumph, not the ministers of God's Truth and scheme of salvation. It matters not, therefore, whether Mr. Capel is or is not right; or, at most, it is only of secondary importance. The real point at issue is, whether the views and opinions, which the Moderate party themselves hold and propagate in their" official pastoral capacity, and which they claim their right to hold and propagate, as not exceeding the limits of the legitimate comprehensiveness of the English Church, are or are not what they are represented to be; or, rather, whether they are not themselves definite approaches to the distinctive teaching of the
1 Written in September 1875.  (Ed.)